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'or what is your life? It is even a vapour that 


| appeareth for a little time, and then vanifkth 
away, Jam. 4. I4- 


be righteous ſhall be in everlaSting reche 
brance, P ſal. 112. 6. ; 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


Zountels of AR GILE, &c 


MADAM, 


of the pleaſures and (weetnelss of 
Religion , hath made it ſo dear 


and precious to you, that whate- 


er you concelve can have any Tendencies to 
ie Advancement and Propagation of it in a 
egenerat World, you are inclined highly tg 
alue, It was your Charitable Apprebenſion 
at the following Performance, in rhe Cir= 
unſtances wherewith it was attenged, and 
7 reaſon of the Account it gives, might have 


A #1 I 


— 


pro- 


OUR long and great Experience 


me influence this way, at leſt among thoſe 
nom 1t did more particularly conzern, that 


PR AY art 02 pare one AO; 
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The Epiſtle | 


prompted you to plead for the Publication of 
it, The Piety and goodneſs of the motion 
of being ſerviceable to the World , I did ex- | 
ceedingly reliſh ; but T was ſo ſenſible of the | 
defectiveneſs, and unaccuracy of my Medita- 
tions, that I could not think oftallowing them | 
to face the Publick without a Bluſh. The \ 
Circumſtances in which I was, when obliged 
to have theſe Refletions, and my frequent 
interruptions ſince { with which your Lady. | 
{hip was not altogether unacquainted) will,] | 
know, be a ſufficient Apology to you, for al! « 
the imperfe1ions that will appear in them, þ 
eſpecially when this conſideration 1s added, 
that great and claborat performances, can- g 
not be juſtly expeRed from one of ſo lit 1 
experience, and fo mean capacity, as, with g 
out any great Self-denyal, I muſt acxnow. 1} 
ledge my fſclf tobe s And it this will no q, 
procure the favourable ConſtruQions of o 
thers, I ſhall give theia leave, if they thin! xe 
it worth their while to paſs Cenſures, Flow hj 
every, it what I have done be of any efficacy g 
to beget a pious Inclnation, or a good Re kj 
ſolution in the Hearts of any that fhall giv hi 
themſelves the trouble of a Perutal, vo D 
have got the defign you aimrd at, and 
thall think my ſelf very ſufficiently rewardec 

| thoug 
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© Dedicatory,' 


though more of my time and pains had been 
f expended, 
1 The wotthy Perſon, of whoſe Funeral So- 
- Jemnities, the enſuing Diſcourſe , made as 
e part, you was uſed to admit into great and 
- (while he was alive, he would himlelf mo- 
n deftly add ) very undeſerved degrees of 
© your Favour and Eſteem + And indeed, 
d your Reſpe&s to him bave not died winh 
NM him: You was deeply ſenſible, how fad a 
y: Preſage , and how great a Diſadvantage, 
,| the removeal of a gracious and uſeful Soul 
1]! out of the World is; and therefore you 
N, heartily wiſhed , and chearfully contribut- 
d, ed your loving Endeavours , that his Life 
n ſhould be lengthned; but when that could 
th not be , you was content to take occaſi. 
W on to put Reſpects upon his Memory z and 
W- therefore you often times teſtified, with a 
10 deal of ptous Aﬀe&ion and Concern, how 
'© well he deſerved to be had i# everlaſting 
In! remembrance And the ſenſe you had of 
V his fingular ſubſerviency, for advancing the 
Cf great defign of Religion , did draw that 
x&& kind Expreſſion from you , when he was in 
IV his Grave, that now a great Light was laid in 
v0 Darkneſs, 2. 
10 How tenderly you endeavoured to wipe | 
Je( A 2 off l | 
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The Epiſtle 
off the Tears from the Eyes of his mourn. hy 
fu] Relations, by the influences of your Cha. pr 
rittes , it would , I know , be an incroach- nc 
ment on your Modeſty, to make a pub. R 
lick declaration of it , though it were but jn 
a doing Juſtice to the World , to ſet ſo lau- N 
gable and imitable a Pattern of Goodneſs be« xe 
fore it. You have been long and well Trains ey 
ed up 1n the School of Aﬀlitions + Your at 
continued experience of a diſtreſſed State, at 
hath acquainted you with the Temprtati- p, 
ons and neceſſities that attend it, and make is 
you to melt and diflolve in Merctes and h 
Compaſiions, towards all whom you ſee 

mn it , and hath furniſhed you with a Maga- 1 
zine of ſuitable Conſolations, and DireGtt- b 
ons to Relieve unier it 3 out of this pro« 16 
ceeded that excellent Sentence , wherewith t: 
you did alleviat and eaſe the Griefs of your n 
deceaſed Friends, diſconſolat Relict , which d 
was to this purpoſe ,, that we ſhould ot fol- C 
low our dead Relations to the Grave , forthi v 
will nouriſh and foment our Sorrows, But to C 
Heaven, where they are made perfe# and hap: \ 
py s and this can not chooſe but filence £ 


- 


- our immoderat R egrates for them. 1 
Madam, The reaſon why I prefix yout 1 
Name to theſe Papers, 15 not to honour you, I 


but 


Dedicatory. 

t- but to adornthem. The pious deſign that was 
a-propoſed in the Publication of them , can 
h- not be attained, you know, if they be not 
b. Read; and to oblige to do this, 1t will be 
ut inducement great enough to ſee your worthy 
1- Name in theentry: For all that know you, will 
e reaſonably conclude , that certainly ſome 
n- excellent thing muſt needs follow ſo Noble 
ar and Glorious an Introduction. Tis true, I 
© am ſenſible they meet with a fignal difap- 
1- pointment. However, I think thetime that 
& 1s (ſpent in peruſing theſe few Leaves, may 
1d haply be worſe imployed. 
ee I ſhall not trouble you any further , on- 
a- ly ſuffer me heartily to wiſh, that, for the 
t1- benefit of the World, which ſtands greatly 
0« 1adebted to your large and univerſal Chari- 
th ty, for the intereſt of Religion, to which 
ur much Honour, and many Advantages re- 
ch dound from your Chriſtian and Examplary 
ol- Converſation , for the ſake of the Miniſtry, 
br which , wherever you are, you fignally en- 
t! courage and reſpe&, and for the comfort and 
7p: ſatisfaction of your Relations , who can not 
ce enough value the happineſs they have, in be-. 

Ing interreſſed in your dayly and fervent 
ut Prayers, your Life may be long and profpe- 
"Vu, rous, your Conſolations aboundant , your 
Ju A 4 ÞP 1ety 
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The Fpiftle,” 8c. 


iety perſevere and flouriſh, and ae mans” 
Fruit in your old age. SO pays, 


Kean 


. 
\ 


"our Ho. moſt humble Servant, 


and moſt afjeFionat Ps: 


brancer at the 1 hrone 


FE 
of Grace, 


TO THE 


PAROCHIONERS 
Ss, NINIANS. 


Honoured and well beloved, 


HE great deſign, I may confidently aſ< 
ſure you, that was aimed at in the 
publication of this Sermon, was. the 
X advancement of the intereſt of Souls, 
* and of yours eſpecially, in whoſe heating it was 
delivered, and wham the occaſion of it did more 
particularly reſpect, it being Preached at the In- 
terment of your Spiritnal Shepherd, whom all of 
you, T ſuppoſe, did dearly value, and were 
ereatly ſenſible of the advantages you had inhbe- 
ing under his well- managed and faithfully diſ= 
charged Miniſtry, And that he had a conſs- 
derable intereft in your affettions, many of you 


| 
J 


did evidence by your loving tears, when you 


'd,in being deprived of ſo laborious and faith- 


ful an Overſeer, 
vill be fragrant and (avoury amongſt all the ſin- 
cere 


heard and reficited on the loſs which youſuſtain- 


] doubt not but his memory 


— SHE 


Rn. —— 
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(') 
cere and ingenuons Proſelyts of Religions Anon 
theref ire to ſuch of you it will, 1 hope, be nei.he 
ther unpleaſant nbr wnedifying , to peruſe this 
following Pages, wnerein you have, amont ſt 0:10 


ther things, a true, though imperfett and rudilt 
Idea and Charadter of him. The Image of if ; 
deceaſed Friend, when we look on it, will reca.®! 
wer the affeftionat reſentments we had for hind! 
while he was alive; and gives us occafion to ai(91 
courſe of, and inculcat on our prattices, what wai 
tmitable and worthy in him, Here you haw: 
the Tmaze of him that lately Iaboured amone © 
you in the Ward ana Dottrine, n0t the Inug! 
of his Face,but that of his Mind,his better part: 
Aind when-ever you take xview of it, it canno) 
choife, but revive and trenythen theſe Impre| 
frons, which his travels among you a1d make 01 
your Spirits, And now the greareft honour yoi 
can dohis Memory , is to keep in mind ani 
pradtiſe theſe excellent things he delivere; 
anto you, and prefſed upon you , and to b 
followers of him, as he was of Chrift 
which if ye do, 1am perſwaded that your God wil 
not accuſe you of imprety, nor your Soveraig)__ 
of difloyalty, nor your Neighbours of injuſtice 
or your ſelves of infobriety, 1 know he Preaci 
ed 'amonz you the orent eſſentials of Relipion, atti 
ſincerely endeavourtd to examplifie in his on! 
| con 
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converſation what he exhorted you untos and 
#:hereby he became an example of the Believers, 
Jgs it is, 1 Tim, 4.12. in Word,in Converſa- 
o:10n, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Pu- 
adilty. T ſhall ſay no more, but only tell you, that 
| if you comply with the deſtzn of what is here of= 
g.ered unto you, God will be honoured, your Souls 
malfied, avd a great ſatisfaition will redound to 
;(yim, who glories to be 

4! 


A fincere well-wiſher 


£0 the Souls of Men, 
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 I$ALAH XL, VI. 
be voice ſaid, Cry , and he ſaid, What ſpall 1 
 ery8 All fieſh ts graſs, 


H E Reſponſes that were given by the 
; Heathen Oracles, were moſtly De- 
ceits and Fallacies: The Terms 1n 
which they were delivered, were 
ither abſtruſe, or equivocal, and fo became 
bſolutely uſeleſs to the Conſulterss The 
Jarkneſs in which theſe OracuJar returns 
72S Wrapt up, made them unintelligible; and 
f a greater light at any time appeared 1n them, 
t was meerly a pretence and a falſhood,a de- 
ufive Ambiguity, which left rhe minds of 
nen dubious and in ſuſpenſe, and filled them 
viti infinite uncertainties. 
| But the Oracle that beſpeaks us 1n the Text, 
s infallible 3 it's Reſponies are no Wauftons , 
ts the Voice of Gad ; Nothing caniſflue from 
flennal Truth, but what 1s eternally true: 
Jereare no dark and perplexing Riddles, or 
mpoling Ambigunies , all is plain and eafte, 
ind acceſſible to the meancR capacity, All 
Teſh is graſs, This is a Text the Divine Provi- 
dence 


(2) 

dence hath been Commenting on fince the, htte 
gmnntng of the World until now: it afſertim 
truth, that hath been made good by innunyo!i 
rable inſtances : Not aday paſſes over, wither 
out giving it many thouſand confirmationpe 
and yet, 'tis ſtrange, there is nothing we apn 
pear to be more under the prattical disbelifle/ 
of, or allow our minds to dwell leſs upowr 
than this. Men, one would think, ſeem 6v 
fancy , that they are conſtitute of cen 
tibles, that they are framed of ſuch Materia|A" 
as have no tendency to a diſſolution. ThisS! 
the only tolerable account that can be givelE 
of that amazing inſenſibleneſs of Mortality» 
and forgetfulneſs of their Jatter end, which Þ 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe, or, if you will, thO 
wretched ſtupidity of Mankind. g 

The bleſſed God , that he might reclairC 
Men unto a juſt ſenſe of their dying eſtate,an* 
teach them to know how frail they are, and 0! 
blidge them to a holy and religious numberin; * 
of their days, he utters his voice. When E* 
ternal Truth crys, 'tis but reaſonavle to hope 
that its voice ſhould be noticed, that me! 
ſnould give credit to what it ſays, and be mn | 
fluenced by it, unto a dutiful and ſerious con 
fideration of what-ever it recommends. Ti 


not eafie to rouſe up and excite the drowſit 
at 


— ww 


e kttentions. of menz And therefore Gad is oft« 
ertimes at the pains to double his voice : To the 
unyoice of his Word he adds that of his Provi- 
vitlence, And thus it is with us to day; God 
onpeaks not only to our ears, but to our eyes, 
 aand cryes, and inculcats upon us, that All 
elifeſh 3s graſs, And now is it poſlible, that any 
potmongſ} us ſhould be ſo tupified, as to ileep 
n taver theſe rouſing methods the Divine Wil- 
xujdom contrives for our recovery unto a juſt 
1aſand affecting apprehenſion of our Mortality ? 
1isShall we indulge our {elves ma ſupine andcare- 
veleſs inconlideracy, when the Holy God by the 
Iitunited cryes of bis Word and Providence, as 
h by an Heavenly Trumpet, loudly ſounds in 
thour Ears this little regarded Fruth, Al! fleſh 7s 
graſs: But I ſhall adventure to approach this 
air Oracle more cloſsly, and open up its wind at 
an(2 greater length, and then ſhall endeavour to 
| o7Ead out unto you that mournful Commentary 
inthe Divine Providence bath afforded us on 
þ the Text, | | 
pe 78 the words we may notice, 1, A Com- 
16t miffion given ; The woice ſaid, Cry, 2. A Con- 
in Jultation made ; And he fajd, What ſhall I ory ? 
»0- 3- AN Anſwer returned g Al! fiefs is erafs, The 
Ti tor mer twG 1 {hall but briefly ANCE at.becauſe | 
fit 2* 1s the third, as being moſt fuitgble ro my 
af E Af 
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defign, that I intend more largely to inſife 


upon. 
Firſt, A Commiſſion given : The voice Fe | 


in 


Cry, By the voice which hereſpeaks, we mu 
ankderftand God manifeſting and diſcovering," 
his Will to the Prophet, by way of Viſions 
Dream, or immediat and ſecret Infpiration® 
and impowering him to deliver the following'* 
Reſponſe unto the People. Time was, that? 
the Divine Law was Written legibly and in 
diſtin&t Characters on our Hearts ; but finc 
the entrance of fin, that Lamp of Heavenly; 
Light, God had ſet up 1n our Underſtand-*. 
ings, is greatly darkned; and were we left*' 
meerly tothe condutt of it in our enquiries af-? 
ter Happineſs, *tis not poſſible but we would** 
be miſerably bewildored" in our way. It was, ” 
neceſlary therefore, that there ſhould be new** 
diſcoveries of the Divine Will made to us, ins 
order to direct our ſteps in the everlaſting vi 
ways which leads to Bleſledneſs. Now we are k 
not, while incloſed within Walls of corrup-.. 
tible fleſh,capable of immediat Converſes with © 
the Deity, we could not ſee his face and live ry, 
The overcoming Radiancy of that Light with © 
which he is ſurrounded, would not to much -f 
enlighten, as dazle and confound us. In ph. 
ty therefore and condeicendency to our 6M 
nets, 


(5) 


zgcſs, the Holy God hath in his great Good- 
W-& and manifold Wiſdom, contrived methods 
Fs diſcovering His Will unto us, which are 
1{Þited and accommodated to our preſent ca- 
1acities - He gave his Holy Spirit to men 
 Ske our \clves , and enabled them to deltver 


| is Mind unto us, inour own Diale& : Such 
-#ere the Prophets of old. And when He was 
*O make the falleſt and cleareſt Manifeſtation 
. of His Will unto the Children of men, for their 
DPireion 1n the way to Life and Immorta- 
1 ity, He was content that His Eternal Son ſhould 
:{pouſe our Nature, that in Him , and from 
-{,Aim, who was the brightneſs of the Þ athers glo- 
CT» and the expreſs image of his perſon, we might 
14carn what He would have us both to believe 
and do, The Meſſrah, fay the Rebbins, is Fa- 
46s Dei, the Face of God s To thts purpoſe 
;-8 that phraſe ofthe Apoſtle, 2 Cor- 4. 6. The 
not of God in the face of Chriſt Feſus * The 
ra Aviae Pertedtions appear in Him , as Beauty | 
o Jth in the Face - The Inviſible Onz may 
'þ Xre be ſeen, and the {nacceſſible Majeity ap- 
2; foached unto, Iyfiity, that it might ſuit it 
py Lf tO our Model, comes to ns Nube Carnis, 
-þ 2 2 Cloud of Fleſh, that His Glory might not 
-- allow us up. By Him that Divine Voice, 
-. FMCh we were not able to hear immediatly, 
{G, WE: did 
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(6) 

did ſpeak unto us, and acquainted us with tj 
Mylteries of Salvation, And when the by 
ly Jeſus was taken up unto the Heavenly Mizt 
f10ns, from the Fellowſhip and Converſeha 
Men, the Voice of God called upon other hf 
rauldsto deliver His Meſſage unto the Worng 
namely the Apoſtles, who, though extraoner 
narly qualified, yet were men like our ſclven 
and after their departure , the ordinaty hfe 
ſtors of the Church, So that until Mort t 
have put on Immortality , and are madeqy; 
pable of Converſing with the unvailed Delen 
until they ſee God face to face, and krow evenjiy 
they are known 4, We need not queſtion tar 
there will be a continuation of a Sacred ſtajg 
on of Men, for carrying the Divine Embaſte 
unto the World. & 

Secondly, The Conſultation which the Pr : 
phet makes with the Heavenly Oracle we haz] 
in the following Words. And he ſaid , mid 
ſhall I Cry? Here we have a practice exem 
plified, which well deſerves the Notice al t 
Imitation , of ſuch as are called to be Ate 
baffadors for Heaven, they muſt be ſurear 
Conſult their Maſter's Will, in delivering for 
Meſlages. It will be a horrid Imptety to pRt 
fix a Thus ſaith the Lord , to the produasQl 


Fangy , or Intereſt, or Paſſion. *T'was L 
\ iq 


(79 

tallowing the Inventions of depraved Minds, 
by bold pretences to Divine Authority , that 
hath abuſed Mankind, and opened a Door to 
hat vaſt Deluge of Impoſture, Error and De- 
Rfion, that hath almoſt choak'd the World, 
Ind confined pure and incorrupted Truth toa 
tery narrow compals. When therefore the Hea- 
Venly Voice commiſſions us to Cry, 1t will be 
kfe and proper for us with the Prophet, calm- 
t todeliberat and ſay, What ſhall ICry ? We 
24uſt look about us, and confider that we 
lent not to the World ,, under the notion of 
enivine Mefſages, what bears not on it the 
| tamp and Approbation of our great Sove- 
tign. *Tis true , we are not to think that 
ie (hall be informed of what we are to ſay, 

7 Viſions or Dreams3 we mult not exped to 
Pe acted by Enthuſiaſms , and immediat Im- 
ha1lſes, as were the Prophets and Apoſtles of 
mid : However, we have the Difats of the 
xeme infallible Spirit, that guided and dire&- 
al them, plainly and copiouſly Recordea in 
Ate Holy Scripture ; to theſe we mult make 
rear recourſe 3 with theſe we muſt ſeriouſly 
z fonſult, and from them we muſt take the Meſ. 
pes, which the neceſſities of times and phaces 
2s 11 oblige us to deliver to the World. Ha- 
; tng thus paſſingly touched theſe Particu- 
bh B 2 lars, 
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lars, T haſten to my main Deſign, which ive 
Thirdly, To confi-er the Return that he 
ven by the Divine Oracle to the Conſultgyi 
wehave itin theſe words, All /:eſh is graſs, Thev 
1s that the preſent occaſion will oblige7s 
to purſue at greater length, * 170 
_ Graſs is a Refemblance , which the H@a 
Ghoſt in Scripture makes frequent uſe of, »f 


ſet forth Man by, as he is a Mortal dying cou 
ruptible thing : And the aptneſs any fignM 


cancy of 1t will appear, if we conſider ſogc 
particulars, wherein there is an obſervable 
_—_ betwixt the Graſs and Max, the tn: 
Claration whereof will afford us many edifat 
Ing and inſtructive Meditations; Z ſhall nts 
tice but theſe. - 

 Firs# , Man. is as the Graſs in his Orrginou 
Our Eyes will inform usatevery return ofifo 
Sprins, whence the Graſs is derived ; thex 
ſame Creative Energy , which the Almighbe 
did put forth in the firſt Formation of Thinot 
Is ſtill continued 3 This is the Spivitus iwmwin 
lens, and the Anima manidi , the Soul of ttb 
Univerſe, concerning which the Heathen PIC 
lJoſaphersand Poets delivered many things, W?| 
could not give the true and genuine accouN 
ofitt Tothis, Nature doth inevery inſtan@! 
conform, asat the beginning, asthen, {6 _ 
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(9) 
| ivhe earth doth bring forth graſ5,Gen.1.Tt.and as 
'8 he graſi (o the corporeal 8c viſible part of man 
legyithreſpe& to which alone it is that the ſ1mt- 

Titude holds good) is originelly Earth; Aud the 
peliord God formed man out of the duSt of the 
wound, Gen. 2. 94.The Earth then is a common 
H@arent tothe Graſs and Man; Theskilful hand 
f rftheOmnipotent Creator framed them both 
cout of the ſameWomb. * Tis true,the Body of 
znMan is the much more curious and elegant 
ſoGompoſure, The admirable Contexture & 
tewiſe Order of theſe Particles of Duft, which 
e make upthis excellent Fabrick,isa full Confu. 
difation of the Eprcareaz account of the primis 
'ntive Origination of Mankind ; viz. that the 
Karth did in proceſs of time, of it ſelf, with» 
'mout any deſigning over-ruling mind, bri 
fiforth Man by chance, This is fo wild wn 
thextravagant a dotape, that to be capable ta 
plbelieve it , is one of the greateſt Reproaches 
mot humane Nature ;. And when it obtained 
IN the World, it was a ſadevidence that (as 
Ftthe Apoſtle hath it, Row, 1. 21, ) Men bee 
PIcame vain in their imaginations, and their foo- 
Wrſb beart was darkened, A Ray of the infi- 
Mite Wiſdom ſhines in every part of Mans Bo- 
dy; thereis nothing in it but what proclaims, 
othat it is the produ@ of a Divine and intelli- 
fl B 3 w gent 
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ent Contriver: And indeed it is but rea#0 
onable, that there ſhould be ſome peculiaf® 
and great excellencies in that StruQuref"< 
which wasdeſigned to lodge for a while, \ sf 
noble and Heavenly an Inhabitant as the SoulÞ'c 
is, However, the Materials of this compo 
ſure, whatever the elegancy of it is, are mean 


1 


and contemptible : We are notof an higher! 
extrad, in this reſpe&, than the Graſs is, onf®" 
which we dayly tread. The moſt beautitulÞ? 
and beſt proportioned Body that is, was once?" 
a plece of rude and indigeſted Earth , and?!! 
w1ll ere long be ſuch again. Uo 
Secondly, Man is as the Graſs, 1n regard offi 
frailty and weakneſs. A little pull will ſnap#l 
the Graſs aſunderz Even ſo , how eafily 1s'* 
the tender Threed of Man's Life broken ! 
with how ſmall a force, and in how ſhort a® 
time may the curious Fabrick of Mans Body, ſu 
which not a little pains, nor a fewyears did ic 
raiſcup, be overthrown ! The Life of Man {c 
is but a Spark, a Breath, a Smoak, a Spark * 
in the Heart, which 1s ſoon put out, a Breath a 
inthe Mouth, which many little accidents may bh 
quickly ſtop;za Smoak in the Noſtrils, which is © 
ealily driven away. Man , if we conſider 
him only , with regard to his corruptible 


part, 1s little other than a ſhew, a meer ſha- © 
dow, 


vane 
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-xJow, a ſemblance of beeing : There is an ap- 
zapearance of fomewhat, but ſearch a little, and 
refnquire into it, andit vaniſhes into nothing, 
7 found a lie , a piece of Falſhood, as if he 
aj8id but feign a Being, and were not. The 
\ofonſideration of this, we may think, gave 
ing to that haſty Expoſtulation the Pjal- 
erziſt makes with God, P/al, 89. 47. Where- 
onfore haſt thou made all men in vain ? The 
ujpafſion he was in upon the view of his own, 
cehnd the common cate of Mankind, how faſt 
1qp1] were haſtning out of Life , and laying 
down the Being which they rather ſeemed to 
offiaye aſſumed and borrowed , than to po. 
nicls and own3 I find emphatically enough 
;erepreſented by a very pious and judicious 
1 Author, to this purpole, Lord, why haſtthou 
a made Man ſuch a fiQitious thing, given him 
7, fucha mock-beeing £ Why haſt thou brought 
4 forth into the Light of this World , ſuch a 
n {ort of Creatures, that rather ſeem to be than 
| are, that have {ſo little of ſolid and ſubſtanti- 
þ al Beeing, and ſolittle deſerve to be taken for 
Realities; that ſerve to cheat one another 


's unto an opinion of their true Exiſtence, and 
r Preſently vaniſh, and confeſs their falſhood? 
e What, hovering ſhadows, what uncertain 
. Entities are they? In a moment they are, 
B 4 and 
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and are not, IT know not when to fay, 
I have feen a Man. It ſeems as if there werekpc 
ſome ſuch things before mine Eyes; I per- 
iwade my felf that 1 ſee them walk to andtal 
fro, that I talk and converſe with them, butty « 
inſtantly my Senſe is ready to give it ſelf theme! 
le , they are on a {adden dwindled awayjali 
and force me almoſt to acknowledge a DeluJwh 
fion : I am mocked with a ſhew, and whatdei 
ſeemed a reality, provesan impoſture 3 theywt 
only perſonat what they are thought to beygrc 
and quickly put off their very ſelves as a diflV' 
guife. This is agreeable to the Language ofqu 
the Scripture elſewhere 3 Surely men of lompe 
degree are vanity, and men of high degree are ar 
lie, Pf. 62.9. Bu 
The account which the Holy Ghoſt gives 

of all the Nations of men, is that they are leſite! 
than nothing and vanity, TJ. 40.17. Ifſo,W his. 
a ſcarcity, what a penury of Beeing muſt we!iit 
ſuppoſe 1n each individual, eſpecially if welF] 
look upon the outer part, or rather the {ha-|ru 
dow or umbrage of Man. Now the lels oftc 
Being any thing hath, the more frail it is;jHi 
for that thing 1s ſaid to be frail, whoſe Be-/ar 
ing can be eaſily taken away from it; Now 0' 


_ the ſmaller the degree of the Being of any k 


away. I 


thing is, the morecafic can it betaken 
What 
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hat thing in this lower World can you fix 
4pon, that in this reſpe&@ 1s frailer than Man? 
ow little a portion of Being hath his mor- 
al partin it } We may without incongrui- 
tity compare him to the moſt Fugitive and mo- 
ementany Creatures: He is a. Worm which 
yjalittle forcecan cruſh 3 an heap of Dutt, 
which a ſmall blaſt of Wind can blow aſun- 
atder z a tottering, though curious Fabrick, 
ywhich a ruder touch can Jevel with the 
elground. Heisa Flower, ſoon withering a 
Fapour, foon vaniſhing; a Cloud of Smoak, 
_ y diſappearing. From all whichit ap- 
mpears, that the Graſs is not an unſuitable 
4Embleme of Man , 1n regard of his frailty. 
But 

es Thirdly, Man 1s asthe Graſs, 1n regard of 
ſitendencies to decay 3 The graſs withereth, the 
eſwer fadeth, Iſai. 40. 7. The Graſs will by 
& little and little loſe it's lovely verdure, and the 
Flower it's pleaſing comelinefs z fo our cor. 
t-\ruptible part doth diſcover dayly tendencies 
>fto Corruption; Our outward Man 1s pe= 
;;/riſhing ; the pins of our Earthly Tabernacles 
2-/arC louſning by degrees. The Roſy Cheeks 
w.of Youth will gradually contra& the Wrins 
y kles of old agez and the ſtrength of Man- 
7. hood willdecline unto weakneſs, The Gout 
tC all 
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( 14 
and ſparkling Eye is infenfibly gathering aj, , 
Cloud of dimneſs3 and the nimble and ſwift} & 
Limbs becoming ſtiff, The vifible and ma-,,, 
terial part of man hath nothing ſteady and, 
conſiſtent in itz *tis fluid and unſtable; there, q 
is a continual defluence of its parts; 'tis haſt- 
ning to its Original, the Duſt : All its mo-þ,., 
tions are but ſo many ſleps towardsthe Grave... 
The conſideration of this wade St,| 
« Confeſ, Aug, (ay, * Se neſcire utrum vita le 
Lib, 1. hec noſira appellanda potins fit, vi-h;;. 
ta mortalis quant mors vitalis; Thatheq 
he knew not which was the propereſt Ap-her 
pellation , to call this Lite of ours a dyinghhe 
Lite, or a Living Death. Andy jj; 
* Contra * Tertullizz prettilie obſerves, ,, 
Marci, That our ſwadling Cloaths arejp,, 
Lib. 4. cl Emblemes, and Prognoſticks ofhj; 
27. our Winding-ſheets : [nitinm vi-|,,, 
fe fini correſpondet, The begin-ſre( 
ning of our Life is agreeable to the end ot it. yer 
As {con as we begin to Live, we begin ck 


die. TheClayie Structures of our Bodies archj, 
mouldering away by piece-meal, though we, 
do not notice it. This is a decay commonyjr 
toall Mankind, a Conſumption, that every, 
one ofus is ſick of 3 thatis, our Mortal parthng 
1s gradually wearing, and we may obſervehjn, 
in 


( 15 ) 
Mnour ſelves every day palpable tendencies to 
Ufinal diflolution. The ruins and breaches 
*that appear, and increaſe in our Earthly 
ouſe, will iſſue in the total downfal of it ; 
©:nd this leads me to the = 
*| Fourth Inſtance , and "tis the laſt I (hall 
-nention. Man 1sas the Graſs in his end and 
»period, Gra(z and Flowers in the morning 
+zppear with a pleaſant gayetiez they look 
{like health and beauty, when beſprinkled 
"ith the early Dew, and quickened with the 
Cirſt Beams of the rifing Sun; But in the E- 
"renting they become fick, and hang down 
J heir heads, and at Night they die. This 15 
lively Hieroglyphick of Man : For he, as 
job tells us , Ch. 14. ver. 2. cometh forth as a 
©Hower, and is cut down. Manin the begin- 
Ining of his day , hath a delightful grace and 
'-lovelineſs in his aſpe&t 3 he appears 1n his 
freſh and verdent Flowriſhes, and diſfco- 
* hers nothing but life and vigour , whiles 


Ohs Youthly Blood nimbly glides along(t_ 


Chis Veins : But when once the heat and glo- 
Eh of his Meridian is over, he ſenſibly de- 


Nflines from his ſtrength and beauty ;z and ro- 


Yards the evening of his day, his Spirits flag 
Und languiſh, and the ſhadows of Death be- 


2 


pin to ſpread themſelves; and inend the night 
COIMTS 
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comes on, and Man ( asthe ſame Job hath itn 
ver, 10.) Dyeth and waſteth away z, yea he giep! 
veth wp the ghoit; and where is be > This yp! 
the common fate of Mankind, 17s the way oftt 
all fleſh, an irreverſible ſtatute, which Heasft 
ven hath made fince the entrance of ſin. Hife 
is appointed unto all men onceto die: It is thefi 
Municipal Law of the Earth to die once, air 
of Heaven to live for ever, and of Hell to digis 
forever, There isno exemption from Death, F 
nor Redemptionfrom the Grave: What mayn 
is be that liveth and ſhall not ſee death * ſhallp 
he deliver his Soul from the hand of the grave) C 
PJ. 89. 48. Death will be the moſt univerſa}b 
Conquerour, he will carry away all the Chil, 
dren of Men as ſo many Captives, and ſhuta' 
them up within the dark Priſon of the Grave; P 
For, as it is, 2 Sam. 14. 14. We muſt need; F 
die, and be as water ſpilt on the ground, h 
which cannot be gathered up agains, We muſj t6 
go down into the bouſe of all living, and ſl-ep in © 
the duſt, where, for a Pillow, we (hall havel 
a cold Turff, and the Creeping things will ti 
be our Companions; which, though we could u 
not endure, they ſhould approach us while © 
we were alive, yet now we mult feed with Y 
the beſt of our ſubſtance, and lodge them ©: 


in the hollow Chambers of our Eyes. We V 
may 
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itmay ( and it is our duty by all lawful and 
girudent means to) endeavour to under- 
5 yprop theſe Tabernacles of ours, and procure ; 
/ oftheir ſtanding as lorg as we can3 but all the | 
eaſupports we are able to adminiſter, will not 

ſecure them againſt the violence of the laſt | 
hefatal Storm, which will certainly cruſh them 

xinto the confuſion of a ruinous heap, Death 
ligis a moſt impartial executor of the Decree of ) 
th, Heaven 2gainſt fallen Mankind , he reſpetts 
1a not the perſons of any : MAquo pede pulſat 
haljpanupernm tabernas , regurmque turres : The 
pe) Crowned head will not eſcape the dint of his 
ſa}blows, no more than the pooreſt Begger : 
il; Honour and greatneſs will not keep him 
wutat a diſtance 2 he will not be obliged by _ 
e; Preſents, nor beat back by Force and - 
2d; Power > He will not reverence the Gray- 
d, hairs of the aged , nor ſpare the early and 
;# tender Blooms of Infancy. No Motives, no 
iy endeavours will perſwade him to leave the 
ve field, until he hath got the victory over all 
31j}the Children of Men , and made them take 
114 up their Reſidences within his dark Domini- 
ils 00s, And thus I have endeavoured to give :,| | 
ith you ſome account of rhe Import and Signifi- : ; 
em cancy of that Reſemblance, which che Hea- 
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the Ears of Men, that in it, as in a juſt Mir, 1 
rour, they might take a view of themſclvesþdc 
and learn the meannecſs of their Pedegree,andpeg 
the frailties of their Nature, their dayly de4nc 
cays, and latter end.  _ bre 
And now *tis time that I proceed to thatba 
Application of the truths 1 have been hithertoWi 
declaring. But here my larger pains is pre-y « 
vented ; the Divine Providence hath effe-o 
Qually Preached that already ; which ſhouldſo) 
have made up this part of my Diſcourſe, |Ac 
This is the mournful Commentar I promiſed |þis 
to read out to you, Here things I have been |be 
diſcourling of are praQtically applyed be- 
fore your eyes. Behold, the DoQrine of wi 
Mortality exemplifed in an unwiſhed-for, 
and juſtly regrated mſtance, the removal 
of your moſtfaithftul and moſt affe&tionat Pas» 
ſtor, | 
I queſtion not but all who have a true |hi 
fenſe of Piety and Virtue, who have any. 
meaſure of concern: for the intereſts of Re- 
ligion and Chriſtianity will dearly reſent 
the greatneſs, and (with a humble ſubmiſſi- 
on to the over-ruling wiſdom ) the unſeaſo- 
nableneſs of the loſs of him, who was a very 
worthy and imitable Pattern 1n the one, and | 
a ſignal infirument in advancingthe other. 
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ir| I need not think, neither do I intend to 
egadd to the greatneſs of his Charater by Pa- 
1qjegyricks: His own Converſe,and Carriage, 
eand Miniſterial appearances have made that 
oreat enough already in the minds of all 
hethat knew him, How-ever, fince ( as the 
tolWiſe Man tells us, Prov. 10. 7.) The memo- 
e-fj of the juſt is bleſſed, 1t will, I ſuppoſe, be 
e-j0 unacceptable intertainment to all that 
dloved him, (asI am inclined to think all his 
, Acquaintances did) to hear ſome inſtances of 
d|bis worth diſplayed before them. This will 
n |be as the breaking of a Box of precious Oynt- 
- ment, which will diffuſe ſuch a fragrancy, as 
f [will at once both endear his Memory, and 
- oblige the ſincere Votaries of Religion, to 
\\Write after that Copy of Piety and Goodneſs, 
which his unblameable Converſation. did ſet 
-|before them. And though my affeQtion to 
[him was great, and my intereſt in him con- 
7 [[1derable, yet I ſhall not divert unto airy and 
- Jungrounded Topicks, and erect, or rather 


plow up a Monument offalſe praiſes unto his 
emory. My defign 1s not to intertain you 
with Bombaſt and RK hetorick : I purpoſe not 
lo much to commend, as to recommend him 
| ſo your Chriſtian imitation. AndI am glad 
_ [that I ſhall ay nothing, but what I am well 
® allured 


—— 
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aſſured all his Acquaintances will give the, 
joynt and hearty Suffrages unto. -þ 
Let us then take a glance of him, ( r.) I; . 
his Accompliſhments, both Natural and Gry #; 
cious. 2, In his Diligence, Fidelity, Pry,,; 
dence, Accuracy, Zeal, and loving Defigh .. 
tor thole of his Congregation,in the Diſcharg| x4 
o' the Sacred Function. nin 
Eirſs, His accompliſhments. Nature wa;,y 
no Step-mother unto him + She gave him þ;;1 
liberal allowance of her moſt delirable and;j& 
lovely Ornaments, Ifa clear and perceptivgg, 
Mind, a large and comprehenſive Soul, {;e; 
deep and folid Judgment, a ſagacious aadn4 
ready Wit, and all theſe greatly improveh,4 
and cultivated by the advantages of polit;c 
and ſubſtantial Learning, may be reckone{c 
amongſt the number of Natural Endowjg 
ments; all that had any intimacy with biaj+ 
could not but diſcover them in him in a ver y 
eminent degree. But 1t is not this I intecqert 
todeſcant upon : *'Tis what was imable ip3s 
him, that Incline moſtly to notice. Comfng 
we then to the con(1deration of his ling 
_ Gracious accompliſhments, theſe whichee 
diſcovered him to be a partaker of the Divinhr,, 
Nature , and that Chrift was formed in himhnd 
Ot this I ſhall give but the following inſtaſpns 
ce 
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cl. which all that had any longer converſe 


ith him could not but have occalion oft- 
mes to diſcern. 
4 Fir#, He had a very lovely mixture of 
Weriouſneſs and Cheerfulneſs, Serious and Cheer- 
t/ mipht be the Ingredients of his Motto. 
I His Notions of Religion were true and ge- 
Fuine, Heknew thac the deſign of Chriſtia- 
ity was not meerly to fill the minds of Men 
vith Light and Knowledge, but with Divine 
Nife and Lovez That the Holy Jeſus came 
Vot into the World only to acquaint 1t with 
reat and venerable Myſteries, but to purifie 
and reform it. Accordingly 1t was his great 
Endeavour to conform his heart and lite to 
fs Deſign. Re greatly laboured to 1ntro- 
=Unce into his mind a frame and temper be- 
Woming the enjoy ments of Heaven, and to 
lvitneſs the fincerity of his Faith and Hope, 
Ty an anſwerable accuracy of life and con. 
Ferſation, The ſenſe he had of Divine things 
Was great and affeting. He could not 
Endure to handle Sacred Offices with a trif- 
ling unconcerned Spirit. Hence all that have 
cen Witneſſes to his diſcharging his incume 
prancies, could not but remark, how grave 
mnd affetionat he was 1n all his Exhortati- 
Mns, how devout and poyeriul 1 his Pray- 
© =  - EIS 
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ers,and that he could not go about the meanjuit) 
eſt cuties of Religion ( if any of them wilſogr' 
allow of that Epithet ) without a great anfupp 
juſt concern of Soul. And what greater evigas 
dence of ſeriouſneſs. urr 
But as he was ſerious, fo he was cheerfulſty + 
Theſe may very well conſiſt together in gnif 
gracious heart, Religion 1s not intended table 
make men melancholly and fad, moroſe and T 
moppiſh, but to better our humours, and ciqeſs 
vil:ze our natures, Good Souls may allowfſal 
themſclves Mirths and Hilarities, providingſ-4 
they do not degenerat into irreligious Leviþ t 
ties 3 and with theſe innocent intertainments|}co 
after more important and weighty Diſcour-y © 
ſes, he uſed to treat kis dear Priends and Acts f 
quaintances, by which he ditcovered ſuch aþgr 


plauſibleneſs of Nature, as made his Converſe th 


mol? acceptable unto all. \ bn 
Secondly, He attained to great meaſuresofſcq 


ff government, That which we get overh Ic 


our (clves is the nobleſt piece of victory :þnd 
While we are fJavcs to our paſſions, and un-þs 
der the tyranny of our natural inclinations, | 
we Celcrve not the name of men. 
Corquelt, our dear Friend, that was lately 
converfing withus, was very noticeable for ; 
he would ſometimes with a ſweet inge- 
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nity acknowledge, that Choller was a prime 
ngredient 1n his Conſtitutions But yet, 1 
ppoſe, it was very ſeldom, itever, that he 
yas ſeen In an ungovernable tranſport and 
urry of paſſion, Hence flowed that equa= 
ty of humour, that loving and eafte, and 
niform temper, which without any remark- 
zvle alterations ever appeared 1n him. 

I Thirdly , Another inſtance of real good- 
qeſs that he was eminent in ( and it 1s but a 
cſult of the former ) was a Chriſtian diſpaſ- 
Joratneſs,a pious indifferency with reference 
4 the things of the World : The Crofles of 
could not ruffle nor diſcompoſe the ſereni- 
-F of his mind, nor 1ts proſperity blow up 
4s fancy with conceit and vanity, or deeply 
angroſs his affeftions. It there was any thing 


e< the World that he inclined to diſcover a 


nncern for,it was his Friends, Relations, and 
fcquainrances3 and yet theſe,though he dear- 
rf loved them, he could not flatter, or be 
':Þnd of them, His methods led him to vent 
1s reſpets more by Actions than Words, 
$,|Fourthly, Notice we his admirable Leve 
$hd Charity: Aloveunfeigned, and without 
yhuile. Of this 1t appcared, as if there had 
5ken a Spring in his Sou', which liberally 
-bwed our unto all - It w: s not confin'd and 
_  Narrow- 
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narrow.hearted, it took the World in itgof 
embraces - It deeply pitied the miſeries c (or 
Mankind , and longed much, and prayedrat 
often for the Reformation of all the Nation(jar 
of the Earth, by an hearty ſubjection to thathe 
everlaſting Goſpel : But its ſpecial objeQha 
were ihe Saints, the excellent ones of the earthnel 
712 whom was all his delight. How dear a valuſ | 
did he put on all that carried the Imageq we 
His Heavenly Father! Bow overjoyed wJM: 
he to be 1n their fellowſhip ! He looked qmn 
theſe as the moſt refreſhful portions of hf fo! 
time, that were imployed 1n converſes will nc 
the Votariesof Jeſus, No circumſtances th th 
could be 1n, how deſpicable and mean fo tir 
ver,could render them unlovely and unaq ht 
ceptavle unto him, How charitabJe woul| m: 
be conſtrue their infirmities, and meekly & th 
tenuat their regrated failziours! How gre bi 
a pleaſure did he take in diſtributing his {; 
ritual Charities! Tojaſtruct the ignorant, 
ſupport the weak, to confirm the waverin 
10 reclaim the wandering , to reſolve tl 
doubtful, and comfort the dejefted So 


were |iis 4h -3t and cnonle, and not a orie 


*, 


? 


ous tas, which his circumſtances s mperly t 
ced him toungergo, Bur thisleacs me, 


pgour"ey 


\ ? WTF ; "an fs Þ | Qy 
Secondly, 10 CONIEer Dim in tot Liſcha 


| 
| 


(25 ) 
flof his Miniſterial incumbency; and this will 
conſiderably add to the lovelineſs of his Cha- 
dracter. TI ſhall, amongſt the many particu. 
njjars that might be inſiſted on, briefly touch 
(theſe few only , of which all theſe who 
g|have been under his care, are living Wit- 
thneſles, 
uf I. HHzs Diligence. How c onſtant'and un- 
qwearied was it! He knew that ſloath in a 
Miniſter was as ominous and fatal, as ſleep 
qqin a Sentinel : And therefore he was 1n ſea« 
hl fon, and out of ſeaſon, at his duties; I do 
1 not remember that ever I heard him reſent 
q the frequent returns of theſe 3 but oiten- 
| times would he regrate, that by reaſon of 
his bodily indiſpofitions, he was not able to 
make theſe returns ſo frequent as he inclined 
1 they {ſhould be, confidering the vaſtneſs Of 
4 his Charge, 
II, Hzs Fidelity, He delivered the Met- 
| fages of his Lord and Maſter impartially,and 
without reſpe& of perſons. I am ſure he aid 
1 neither court the ſmiles, nor fear the frowns 


of men, He conſidered the neceſiities of. 


1 times and places, and accordingly diſpenſed 
the Word of Truth. He concealed nothing 
of the whole Counſel of God from his Peo« 

| ple; and diſdained to ſuit his Dorine to the 

*- BUmors 
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( 26 Y 
humors ef Men , or the intereſts of the)j 
Fleſh. tn 
11T. His Accuracy. He did not the wor 
of the Lord negligently. The Diſcharges of his 
Duty were the performances of his whole 
Man : They were all ad amuſſim, accor-|rai 
ding toRule, Allhis appearances were man- 
naged withſuch a.manly dexterity. and quaint- 
neſs, as filled the Hearers with juſt expeCta- 
tions of great things, when they ſaw him in 
the Pulpit. | 
TV. Prudence. He did not allow Paſſi- 
on , or privat Intereſts to DiQat his Ser- 
mons, or influence his Adminiſtrations. All 
his Miniſterial Offices were gone about with 
a profound Diſcretion, and a due confide.« 
ration of his. Circumſtances. He had great 
meaſures of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, but 
ſweetly attempered with proportionable Do. 
zes of the meeknels of the Dove - Re, with 
the great Apoſtle, became ail things to all men, 
How calmly would he comply with, and p1- 
ty the infirmities, 'and ſuit and accommo- 
dat himſelf to the humours and capacities of 
theſe he had to deal with, that he might with 
the greater ſucceſs win them unto the paths of 
Righteouſneſs 3 So that I am prone to be- 
lieve, none that knew him wel), will think 


le 
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it an undeſerved Deſignation, to call him a 
wiſe Maſter-builder in the Spiritual Houſe. 
V. Zeal. O! how near did the Intereſts of 
his Maſter touch him! How dear was the 
honour of God to him ! If any thing would 
raiſe his paſſions to an exceſs, incroachments 


|made upon that , would do it, He could 


pot ſee his Lord diſhonoured without a juſt 
reſentment and indignation, From this 
mighty and laſting zeal} , which burned i 


|his breaſt, proceeded that great love which 
| he had tothe Souls ofhis people. Hethought 
he could never do enough for their edificati« 
| on and comfort. 


Of this his laſt, bur moſt 
remarkable appearance 1n this place, 1s a ve=- 
ry taking inſtance: For though he was o+- 
verwhelmed with the Agonies of a racking 
diſtemper , though his weakneſs was ſuch, 
that it was with great difficulty he could riſe 
from his Bed, though his dear Relations im» 
portuned him with repeited 1ntreattes to dee 
fiſt from an attempt, which might prove pre=- 
judicial to him, though the ſtormineſs of the 
day might be temptation enough to a perfor 
in his circumſtances to keep within Doors, 
yet nothing would divert him. He could 
not find it in his heart, heſaid, todiſappoint 


his dear people, while he had any remain- 
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ders of firength 3 ſo willin 
and be ſpent for you all. 


VL His lovirg Defigns for theſe of this Con« 
gregation. How frequent and particular was 
he reſolved tobe in his Examinations 3 he had 


a great ſenſe of the ſingular uſefulneſs oftheſe | 


for the advancing of Knowledge and Piety 
among the People + And indeed his Me- 
thod and way of mannaging them could: not 


chooſe but have a ſignal eficacie that way * þ 


He could not endure to {labber them over; 
be knew that ſlight and ſuperficial glances at 
_ things , would not be ſufficient to inform a 


rudeand ignorant, and oftentimes a dull and | 
incapable multitude: And therefore he endea- |} 


voured in his Examinations by methodical 


proceedings, by plain and pertinent enlarge- 
ments, to inculcat, and leave the dint and 


Impreſſion of the Divine Truths he Difcourl. 
£d of, on the Hearts of his People. When 
he had finiſhed his firſt Circuit of Catechi- 
fing , he intended to reſume that ſame labo=- 


rlous Task again; and thereby to prepare | 


and dreſs the Souls of his People for that So- 
lemnity he was defigning for them, I mean 
the holy Euchariſt, which had been the 1n- 


tertainment of this Congregation, had it been 


the 


g was he toſpend, 
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e Divine Pleaſure to have lengthned his 
ys for ſome few moneths. 

But ſhall not enlarge any more upon this 
1bje&, I thought it, proper for many Rea- 
ns, togive this account of nim 3 and thatit 
; but juſt and true, I dareappeal to the 1n- 
my of his acquaintance. And now 1s it 

y wonder the loſs, or rather the Remoy- 
of fo examplary a Chriſtian , and fo well | 
rccompliſhed a Miniſter, ſhould be paition- | 
ly lamented by all, and eſpecially by theſe | 
ho had ( I need not (crupleto lay it ) the 
appineſs to be his Flock. The Shepherd 
ſmitten, and the poor Sheep will be ſcat- 
red for a while. He that was the Watche 
an and Ovyerfcer of your Souls, ts called 
bwn from his Watching- Tower. Hethat 
ligently Laboured among you , .1s now 
aping the Fruits of his Labours. He hath 
niſhed his Courſe, and now he poſlefſes the 
Town. He hath Fought the good Fight, 

d now hath obtained the Rewards of his 

iGory, He hath run out his Race, and 

ot the Prize, Be hath left among you the 

wour of good Dofttrine, and anunblam- 

de Converſation. He hath fowen the Seed 

| hong you, which, I nope, will bring forth 
uit woen hes lying 1n the Grave. 
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But to draw this Exerciſe altogether to 4 F 
clofe, pray conſider here a ſtartliiig inſtancfleſo 
of Mortality : Behold how great a changynd 

; may a few days produce! Oh(furpriling ajſtret 
1 teration! He that the preceeding Lordyor | 
Day was Preaching from his Pulpn, is thyforr 
day Preaching from his Grave, and ſpeakgre/ 
to you in the Larguage of my Text , Alkm 
fich is graſs. And will not you take Inſtruvtep! 
ction fromhim? You havelearned, I hopejwe: 
many good things of him in his Life , learngre 
ſomething from him in his Death too. Thiya ft 

is thelaſt Warning he is to give you, the laſBo' 
appearance he is to make among you; Youyot 

ſhall never ſee one another again until thewit 
Great-day , when that which is now ſowen iuFac 
l weakneſs, ſhall be raiſed in power. Conetak 
:  fiderthen ſeriouſly, I intreat you, what thijd11 
Voice, this doubled Voice, the Voice of GodjAg 
Word , and the Voice of his Providence} 
loudly proclaiming in your Ears, All fleſþ ig{el 
graſs, calls for at your hands. *Tis but rea-ot 
ſonable to hope, that it ſhould have ſome in-vie 
fluence upon us all, and teach us many ex«thi 
cellent Leflons, (uch as theſe following, whichYo 
I ſhall paſſingly mention , and ſhall ſhut upGr 
this Diſcourſe with all, : 4 
( 


Firf 
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Firſt, The confideration of this , that af 
(leſs. is graſi, ſhould give a check to our pride 
pnd vanity. Letnot the ſtrong glory their 
Arevgth, nor the fair ones in their beauty ; 
for how ſoon may beauty degenerat into de- 
formity , and ſtrength into weakneſs. The 
graſs withereth, the 7 lower fadeth, Theſe are 
|» mblames the Sacred Oracles make uſe of, to 
repreſent our Mortal part by, that part which 
/weare moſt inclined kari -proud of, and put 
greateſt reſpect upon. Thou that boafteſt of 
ja ſtately , vigorous and well proportioned 
Body, know that ere long, the glory there- 
of will put onh darkneſs 3 It's lowriſhes will 
ewither 3 the lovely mixtures of colours in thy 
;Face will be changed intopaleneſs; and the 
taking Symetrie of its parts become in- 
qd1icernable , by reafon of the Furrows of 
Age. 
| When you are tempted to admire your 
ſelves, and to fall in love with the reflexes 
of your own comlineſs , pray do but take a 
view of your ſelves in your own fancies, and 
ethink what your Circumſtances will be, when 
hyou are cloathed with the diſhonours of the 
pGrave, and the deformities of Corruption; I 

am perſwaded of it , thatif we did make 
{Death preſent unto us, and dreſs it inall its 


pro- 
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proper and Ghoſtly appearances; if wedi4 
ſeriouſly conſider, whatthe moſt elegantand 

ſtately Body will be, when it hath dwelt a 
while in the Houſe of Rottennels, and bes 
come the Inheritance of Worms, 1t would 
greatly abate the heights of our pr ide and va- 

nity : But 

Secondly, The confideration of this, - that 
All fleſhis graſs, that is, weak and frail. ſhould 
oblige us to dayly Gratituae to that God, 
whole gracious Providence and tender Care 
preſerves and upholds fuch brittle and infirm 
things as we are, Could you but ſee with 
your Eyes theſe ſmall and tender Vellels, on 
the ſoundneſs and good order of which our 
animal Life deperids, ye would be amazed 
to think that you have lived fo long - you 
would wonder, that ſome violent motion or| 
ſudden fall hath not long ſince crufied to 
Pieces, or at leaſt diſcompoſed the order of 
theſe weaker, but more noble and neceflary] 
parts of the Body, Sure it 1s tne Watchful 
-y and mighty Power of Heaven, that 
hath ſuſtained us hitherto, and proteRted as| 
from theſe innumerable hazards , to which 
we are infinitly expoſed : He gives his An 
gels cnarge overus 3 and when we are en- 
compalled with dangers that we know oat of, 
x hey 
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they take us upin their Arms, although we 
are not aware of it, Olet none of us be es 
ver unmindtul of this uninterrupted care of 


>4 the merciful God: Let us reſent it every day, 


by the devoteſt and moſt liberal expreſſions 
of thankfulnels, that we are continued 1n life, 
notwithſtanding our many weakneiles, and 
the multitudes of inconveniencies and hazards 


that ſurround us, 
Thirdly, Ts all fleſhgraſs* Then how un- 


| reaſonable and unbecoming 1s1t, to be over- 


much taken up in minding the Fleſh : All 
that we can do will not ſecure it from cor- 
ruptions It will become the portion of Worms, 
though we pamper it never ſo much, though 
we cloath it in Silk and Purple, and treat it 
with the moſt delictous accommodations, yet 
Its (trength will decay as the Graſs, and its 


c00dlineſs fade as the flower of the field. Oh! 


T hen Jet us not be_.exceilively concerned a- 
bont thatpart of us, which we wait ſhortly 
put off, This is that the Apoſtle exhorts un- 
to, Rom. 12.14. Make nvprovijion for the fleſh 
to fulfil its luſtks- Bow unmanly 1s it to con- 
fine our cares and endeavours citicly, much 
more, altogether to the interz{is of the Bo= 
ky. Itis our duty indeed to ve maotieratty 
care] of it, ang to preſerve its kealin b 
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all honeſt and prudent methods; But to be beſt 
fond of it , and to gratifie all its wild and pre 
Extravagant cravings, is deliberatly to rank whe 
ourſelves among the Beaſts that periſh. We þleſ 
muſt value our Bodies, not ſo much for their mak 
Own, as for the Works ſake which we are to |get 
dointhem, We muſt treat them as Taber- [Pre 
pacles, out of which we muſtſhortly remove, nt! 
and not as Manſions in which we hope to live ker 
for ever, and 

HFourthly, Another influence this con- we 
fideration, that all fleſh is graſs, that is, ofa mi 
corruptible decaying nature, thould have on 
us, 1s this ; It ſhould oblige us frequent- 
Iy to caſt our Eyes on our immortal, unde- 
caying part, and employ our chiefeſt care in 
adorning and cultivating of that, we ſhould 
conſider that though thele brittle Tabernacles 
of ours be muldering away by degrees, yet 
there 1s ſomething within us that is ſteddy 
and permanent, ſomething that will ſurvive 
the ruins of our Bodies. The Body , we 
ſhould think, 1s but an Farthly Houſe, which 
lodges a Heavenly Inhabitant, a frail Cabi- 
net wherein is contained a Jewel more vaJu- 
able than a World, *Tis on this better part | 
of ours, that our greateſt care ſhould be em- |"; 
ployed. What wedeny the Body,we Non 

Ce 
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beſtow on this. We ſhould conſider what 
are the proper ornaments of our Spirits, 
what will moſt fitly qualifie them for that 
bleſſed ſtate they were deſigned for , and 


make it the watter of our carn=it ſtudy to 
vet them put in theſe Divine a-1d becoming 


Drefſes. We ſhould not give our ſelves reſt, 


anti] we are ſenfible that we are made parta- 
kers of a Divine Nature, until by the power 
and mighty Afſiſtances of the Grace of Chriſt, 
we are refined and purificd from all unbeco. 
ming degrees of Earthlineſs and Senſuality, 
until we find that our Luſts are Mortified, 
and out Paſhonsare made Tame and Govern- 
able, that the Graces of the Spirit abound 
in us, and are duly exercifed, and ſo a Dif- 
poſition and Ten:per ſutting Heavenly en- 
joyments introduced into our Souls. 
Fifthly , This conſideration, that af flefl 

is graſs, (hould put us frequently in mind of 
our approaching Death and Dilſolutton. Do 
'enor ſee the Graſs Iouſti'g its ſap and green- 
neſs, and the flower that did Jately pleaſe our 
Eye, declining to ſoftneſs, and in end bow- 
ng 1ts head, and breaking its {ta)k, and fo 
$ 1t were giving up the Ghoitzand at Jaſt,hav- 
ng loſt all its Life and Beauty,it hath a _m__ 
als 
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aſſtgned to it among the uſeleſs and unlovely 
Weeds © And can we look on theſe, andcon 
not remember, that they are Emblames offort 
what all of us ſhall ere long be & How canlciſe 
we be unmindtul of that, whereof we cannot 
but diſcern ſome beginnings in our ſelves eve. 
ry day 2 How can we forget the Grave, 
when we carry ſo muchof it about us & What 
are our languiſhings and faintings , our Di- 
ſeaſes and Weakneiſes, but degrees of Death?|fur 
What are our Failings and Decayes, but|to 
ſome Taſtes of the Grave ? But in the | Ja! 

Sixth and laſt place, as the Concluſion ful 
and upſhot cf all; Let us learn Moreover! thi 
from the conſideration I have now fo often, fo 
mentioned , to be making dayly preparations | Vi 
for death, Let us be laying up in fore for| P! 
thar Great Pay of Expence. Our Death is 
certain and inevitable, The Divine Voice 
that Proclaims in our Ears, that all fl:fþ is 


graſs, aſlures us of this : For as certain as. 
the Graſs ſhall wither and be cut down; fo 
certain it 1s that we, who*areas the Graſs, 
thall die and return to our Duſt, Now to 


die well 1s not eaſe 3 'tis an excellent Art, « 


but moſt difficult, a great deſign of our 
whole life ſhould be to lcarn it, and to be- 


tc 
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Icome m___ init. Wha 
formed / How many Grac.. 
Iciſed by theſe that would die Wes. 
[fervent Prayers, what dependencies oz 
|[Faith, and breathings of Heavenly Love, 
\what pantings ot holy Defires, what ſabmiſ- 
[fions of Patience, what applications of Pro- 
|miſfes, and Adis of Refignation and Selt- 
[ſurrender are necc{lary unto theſe, who are 
| to enter the Liſts with Death , and would 
'gain a comfortable Victory over the dread- 
ful Adverfary! Let us be ſure then , while 
|the opportunities of Life and Health are be- 
: fore us, while our Faculties are intire and 
| 'vigotous, while we can Read, Meditat and. 
| Pray, Let usbe ſure, I ſay, to ſet about the 
| learning of this exce}lent Skill; with care and 
| diligence, and not delay it until ſickneſs 
and old age ſeize on us, or till we are 1 
| the Jaws of Death, w ben common ſenſe tells 
| us, it will bevery unreaſonable to begin the 
ſtudy of that , which a whole lifetime was 
| little enough to acquaint us with the practice 
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'| Though it would not be anproner here 
| toafford you ſome particular Atlilfiances or 
| Direction, how to behave in your Prepa® 
£1 Fatons 


+444 . 4.48 UPON your patiencez All [ ſhall 
. which your late Paſtor delivered you, fro 


hearts by faith, which Was the Heavenly 
 Subjet, wherewith he did ſhut up and clof 


. 41] the orher imitable Graces that were em- 


30 ) 
0, yet ſince I am afraid tha 
.y longer would be too great a 


do on this Head, is to recommend you t 
the ſerious praftice of theſe excellent Duties 


Eph. 3. 17, That Chriſt may dwell in you 


his Labours among you: And the dy 
ing words, I think, of ſo dear and faithfu 
a Friend ſhould never be forgotren, eſpeci 
ally when they can be of ſo advantagious : 
tendency, as to fit and prepare you for fight; 
10g that Battel, which all of you muſt reſolve 
to face ere long. For when ( hrijt dwells in 
our hearts, when he is formed in us, when we 
have got a vital Image of him 1n our Souls, 


prompting us to conform to him, to imita 
him in our Lives and Converſations; when 
 wearebeautified with Meckneſs, Humility, 


Self-denyal, contempt cf the World , and 


nent in him, and ſo are become living Ima 
gesof him s Ina word, when the Goſpel 


3s not meerly received into our heads, but 
incorporated into our Spirits,and powerfully 


il - 
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influencing our Practices, then, and never 
till then are we ſufficiently prepared to die. 
Now to the Bleſſed God, who can to the 
voice of his Word and Providence, add that 
of his Holy Spirit, and effeQually Teach us 
theſe Heavenly Leflons, we dcfire to give 
Praiſe, E*c. 


